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paratively calm Mediterranean or the steady swell of
the Atlantic. Finally,the Spaniards were handicapped
by their own faults. The plan of operations was
badly conceived, depending as it did to a great extent
upon an exact fulfilment of dates. The Armada was
intended to cover the passage of Parma and his army
to the east coast; the duke had suspended active opera-
tions against the Dutch and collected a number of
transports, but when he was ready the fleet had not
come and he was unable to cross without a convoy.
Meanwhile, a combined English and Dutch squadron
watched the shores of Flanders, and Parma was
harassed by the rebel arm)* which he dared not
attack lest when the Armada came he should not be
ready to invade England at once. And an unwise
attempt was made to utilise the attacking fleet to
transport reinforcements to the duke ; nearly twenty
thousand soldiers were embarked, and as a result the
ships were very much undermanned,

It was in May, iS^tH, that amid the chanting of
psalms and the singing of anticipatory Te Dcums,
the great armament weighed anchor from Lisbon,
but misfortune attended it from the outset. A storm
obliged it to scatter, some loss was sustained and it
was not until the end of July that it was first sighted
in the Channel off the Lixarcl. Meanwhile the
English fleet had been collected in Plymouth Sound.
The supreme command with the title of High
Admiral was committed to Lord Howard of Effing-
ham, a cousin of that Duke of Norfolk who had been
executed for high treason. His abilities were con-
siderable and his caution was useful in restraining the